


What is
Tolerance?

Tolerance is harmony in difference. It is not only a moral
duty, it is also a political and legal obligation.

Tolerance is the virtue that makes peace possible and
contributes to the replacement of the culture of war by
a culture of peace.

Tolerance is not concession, condescension or
indulgence. Tolerance is, above all, recognizing the
universal human rights and fundamental freedoms of
others.

The practice of tolerance does not mean abandonment
or weakening of one's convictions. It means that one is
free to adhere to one's own convictions and accept that
others adhere to theirs.
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H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

- Instilling values   of tolerance carries on Sheikh Zayed's
legacy and teachings. It is one of the most important
attributes that we can impact on our people and the
global community to ensure the safety, stability and
happiness of peoples across the world.



Lived
Experience

- The UAE is a nation of tolerance,
peace, cultural diversity, and
coexistence.

H.H. Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

A true cosmopolitan center, the UAE is in a unique position
to define lived tolerance both in the region and beyond
with over 200 nationalities living peacefully and
prosperously side by side.
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Pope Francis
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H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Government summit









H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan

The two-day event held Feb. 3rd-4th 2019 in Abu Dhabi at
the Emirates Palace was attended by more than 700
spiritual leaders representing all religions of the world with
an aim to foster tolerance and inter-faith dialogue.

The Global Conference
on Human Fraternity





International
Day of Tolerance

In 1996 the UN General Assembly invited UN Member States to
observe the International Day for Tolerance on November 16th. This
year the UAE along with all other UN Member States will celebrate the
24th International Day of Tolerance.



Past Tolerance Initiatives
launched in the UAE

Year

2018

Launch of the first Hindu
Temple in the UAE

2018

Visa Amnesty for non-nationals and
special visa amnesty for individuals
from war-torn countries

2018

Mosul Restoration Project

2017

Corporate Social
Responsibility Index

2017

Humanitarian and Development
Assistance Leadership

2017

International Institute for Tolerance
and the annual Tolerance Awards

2016

Minister of Tolerance

2015

Anti-discrimination / Anti-hatred law

2015

Centers for countering extremism

2010

Sir Bani Yas Christian Monastery
Archeological Site

2017

Tolerance bridge

2016

National Tolerance Program



In 2017 UAE's humanitarian and �
development assistance assisted 147
countries and was named the world's largest
donor of development assistance in
proportion to gross national income for the
5th year in a row.

Humanitarian and Development Assistance
Leadership



Francophonie
in the UAE

In October 2018 the UAE was admitted as an associate member to La Francophonie, an
international organization representing 88 countries. The organization is concerned with
cultural diversity, tolerance, universal human rights, international relations and the promotion
of francophone culture.  

A French curriculum will be introduced into the public education system by 2019 with 70
teaching contracts currently in place. The program will complement the already robust French
cultural influence in the UAE of institutions such as the Louvre International Museum Abu
Dhabi, the Sorbonne University in Abu Dhabi and the Alliance Francais.



Al Nuri Mosque
Mosul Restoration Project

The UAE has pledged to finance a $ 50.4 million (Dh185 million)
restoration project to rebuild Mosul's historic 800-year-old Al Nuri Great
Mosque and Al Hadba minaret. The mosque and minaret were
destroyed by ISIS in 2017. The UAE plans to create 1,000 jobs for young
Iraqi graduates from Mosul and Baghdad during the five-year
reconstruction project, ensuring they become a key fixture in the
rebuilding of their city.



Mosul Churches
Restoration Project

Her Excellency Noura Al Kaabi the Minister of Culture and Knowledge
Development announced that the UAE was helping restore two churches in
Mosul, Iraq that were destroyed by ISIS.

Rebuilding these churches represents a profound act of solidarity on the
part of the UAE with Iraq's beleaguered Christian community, and a
demonstration of the triumph of peace over the terror that ravaged Iraq
just a few years ago.



Sir Bani Yas
Christian Monastery

The remains of a 1400-year-old Christian monastery, church and
pilgrims compound - the only known pre-Islamic Christian site in
the country - were discovered and excavated in 1992 under the
patronage of Sheikh Zayed, on Sir Bani Yas Island in Abu Dhabi.
In accordance with the UAE's long standing embrace of religious
tolerance and respect for heritage and culture the archeological
site was opened to the public by Tourism Development and
Investment Company (TDIC) in 2010.

“Relics unearthed on Sir Bani Yas
Island in Abu Dhabi prove that the
UAE has been an incubator of
civilizations. "

Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi



Tolerance
Bridge

In November 2017, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid named the pedestrian bridge over
the Dubai Canal as the Tolerance Bridge. The
announcement was made on the 22nd
International Day of Tolerance.



Minister of
Tolerance

The post of the Minister of State for Tolerance was first introduced in
2016 when Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, announced
structural changes to the 12th Cabinet, reinforcing the UAE's
commitment to eradicate ideological, cultural and religious bigotry in
our society. H.E. Sheikha Lubna Khalid Al Qasimi was the first the
Minister of State for Tolerance.

In 2017 H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan was appointed as
Cabinet member and Minister of Tolerance.



- Leaders lead best when they empower their people, when
they raise everyone up. It's not about taking charge of others.
It's about taking responsibility for one another. That's how
Bedouins survived, that's how communities grow. That's what
we teach our children today.

H.H. Sheikha Maryam bint Mohamed bin Zayed



Anti-discrimination / Anti-hatred
Federal law

In July 2015, H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
issued Federal Decree Law No.2 of 2015 on Combating
Discrimination and Hatred, which aims to protect
everyone in the UAE and thus bring the concept of
social security to a new level.
The law is intended to provide a solid legislative ground
for the environment of tolerance, co-existence and
acceptance. It aims to fight discrimination against
individuals or groups based on religion, caste, doctrine,
race, color or ethnic origin.



International Institute for Tolerance 2017

Aiming to promote the culture of
tolerance regionally and globally, the UAE
Government of Dubai has launched the
International Institute for Tolerance. The

step seeks to provide solutions to the
challenges of extremism and promote the

UAE as a role model for tolerance.

Sawab Center 2015

In July 2015, the UAE and the United States of
America co-founded Sawab. (Sawab means the
right path in Arabic.) It is an online engagement

initiative, in support of the global coalition
against extremism. Sawab seeks to give a voice
to the millions of Muslims and others around the
world who stand united against terrorism and the

religious misinterpretations that are being
propagated by them.

Hedayah 2012

In December 2012, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, launched

Hedayah (Arabic for guidance) the new
name of the International Center for

Excellence in countering violent
extremism, in Abu Dhabi.

Centers for
Countering extremism



H.H. Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan



Kalima Project for Translation
& The Catholic University of Milan

In 2017 Kalima Project for Translation, an initiative of Abu
Dhabi Culture and Tourism, participated in the 3rd
International Festival on Arabic Language and Culture held
at the Catholic University of Milan around the theme of,
"Arabs and Europe: Interwoven Languages   and Cultures." At
the festival Kalima donated 1,000 ancient and modern
history, economics, philosophy, politics, geography, arts and
literature, modern science and children's books translated
into Arabic from 13 different languages.

In 2018 around this contribution now known as the “Kalima
books ”, the Catholic University of Milan dedicated a part of
its library to Arabic language titles. This special section of
the library was announced at a seminar titled “The Role of
the Arab Cultural Institution and its Scholars ”which was
attended by the Consul General of the United Arab Emirates,
H.E. Abdullah Hassan Al Shamsi, and Mario Gatti, Director
of the Catholic University of Milan, in addition to 700
students.





H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
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